among them being Fritz Thyssen, from whom the Party drew
much of its financial support, did not, which shows that the
influence of the Catholic religion was already on the wane.
Hindenburg's prestige could not withstand further
attacks upon him, which by now had become personal, and
he appointed Heinrich Briining of the Centre Party to the
Chancellorship. By now, Bruning had acquired a reputation
in the Reichstag as a solid politician and he took office on
the 27 March 1930, supported by the high hopes of the
moderates in Germany and the good wishes of many in
the ex-Allied Powers.
Briining was a man of no particular connections, except
that he had just been elected leader of the Centre Party.
His brain and character alone had brought him the office
of Chancellor of the Reich. By nature a recluse, shy in
the company of others, he lacked that bluff which the mob
take for personality, and he became an administrator
instead of a leader. His knowledge was stupendous, but
his contemplative nature doomed him to a failure as a
statesman in a country like Germany, With his sober exact-
ness, uprightness of character and semi-clerical delivery,
he failed to waken an echo in the hearts or minds of the
German people, yet he ruled with firmness and decision
during the most difficult time in Republican Germany.
His political progress had been rapid, for he had not
entered the Reichstag until 1924. Returning to civil life
after the war, he became secretary to Stegerwald, the leader
of the Christian Trade Unions, and during the occupation
of the Ruhr he organized the passive resistance which soon
forced the French to leave the district in despair. Steger-
wald was a self-made man and Briining had the greatest
admiration for his work, but there can be no doubt about
Briining's influence on the older man. When Stegerwald
became Prime Minister of Prussia, Bruning took over the
leadership of the Trade Unions from him, being elected
to fill a vacancy in the Reichstag for Silesia. Bruning soon
won the confidence of the Centre, being, with his over-
polite manner and incisive intellect, the complete antithesis
of the dashing, scheming von Papen.
He hated pomp and ceremony and usually rode in a taxi
in